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OWN OUR SOLUTIONS:
Gun Violence Prevention

OWN OUR SOLUTIONS:

“We demand  
that Mayor Kenney 

convene a  
multi-agency  

committee of law 
enforcement and  
human services 

agencies to reduce  
gun violence.”  

– Senator Art Haywood

Senator Haywood joins gun violence 
prevention advocates for a sit-in outside  
of Mayor Kenney’s office at City Hall  
in Philadelphia in April.
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1. Convene a decision-making gun violence  
   committee, including 7 agencies, that  
   meets WEEKLY 
2. Create a “See Something, Say Something”  
   media campaign 
3. Hire people in neighborhoods to clean up blocks 
4. Direct counseling, behavioral health & social  
   services to affected families and youth 
5. Direct jobs & job training to affected youth in  
   cooperation with employers & training programs 
6. Hire & provide grants to proven gun violence 
   interveners to engage likely shooters

TO LEARN MORE AND BECOME AN ADVOCATE, GO TO 
SENATORHAYWOOD.COM/GUNVIOLENCEPREVENTION

6 DEMANDS FOR MAYOR KENNEY
TO REDUCE GUN VIOLENCE IN PHILADELPHIA

Reports



Red Flag Laws Prevent Suicides
Gun suicides account for more than 

900 deaths every year in Pennsylvania.  
In June, Congress passed a law to 
encourage states to take guns away 
from people who are at greater risk of 
suicide. Congressman Dwight Evans and 
I demanded that the General Assembly 
pass an extreme risk protection 
order, or red flag law. This 
order would allow a judge to 
temporarily take away a 
person’s firearms, if there is 
documented evidence that they 
may harm themselves or 
others. Red flag laws work to 
save lives. Pennsylvania must 

do what 19 other states have done to 
save lives. Again, the Republican 
majority blocks this solution. 

Governor Wolf and I recently met to 
discuss reducing homicides and suicides 
by gun. We continue to work together  
for change. 

We are all accountable for reducing gun violence in Pennsylvania and in Philadelphia.  
In Harrisburg, we sponsored legislation to cut access to guns by: 

1. Requiring a permit to purchase a gun (SB 1253)  
2. Expanding background checks (SB 88) 
3. Requiring reporting of lost and stolen guns (SB 217) 
4. Taking guns away from people who pose an extreme risk (SB 134) 
5. Banning assault weapons (SB 1300) 
The Republican majority blocks these solutions. They choose to protect guns, not lives. 
At the same time, we successfully secured $290 million for gun violence prevention 

initiatives in Harrisburg. This includes $185 million for law enforcement agencies in the 
2022-2023 budget and $105 million for 
community prevention grants. These grants 
for community interventions have grown 
from $7.5 million to $105 million  
in five years. We must put these 
dollars into effective organizations  
and maintain support for years to come.

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silen

Outnumbered in Harrisburg

Every U.S. city that recently reduced 
gun violence has a strong mayor, which 
is missing in Philadelphia. After 
unsuccessful efforts to reach Mayor 
Kenney in 2021 privately, I posted my six 
demands on social media in January. On 
13 March, faith leaders across the 
region prayed for peace. On 18 April, I 
led a sit-in with advocates outside of 
Mayor Kenney’s office at City Hall. We 
demanded that he convene a multi-
agency committee of law enforcement 
and human services agencies to meet 
weekly and address gun violence. 

Days later, we met with Philadelphia 
Police Commissioner Danielle Outlaw, 
along with Mayor Kenney and his team, 
and received disappointing results. On 
one hand, the mayor expressed support 
for cleaning high crime blocks and 
increasing anti-violence interrupter 
street teams. On the other hand, he 
refused to convene weekly multi-agency 
committee meetings. The mayor refuses 
to change course and do what has 
proven to work in other cities. 

Mayor Failure

Senator Haywood and gun violence prevention 
advocates pray for neighbors after the sit-in  
at City Hall in Philadelphia in April.

Senator Haywood meets with Governor Wolf  
at the State Capitol in Harrisburg.

Outnumbered in Harrisburg

Red Flag Laws Prevent Suicides

Mayor Failure



On 14 January, a 17-year-old girl was shot and killed in a 
car at Ross and Sharpnack Streets in East Mount Airy. I was 
deeply saddened by this news and knew we must do more  
to stop the violence. On 15 January, I joined 17 With Life,  
a nonprofit organization that guides youth, and neighbors  
for a vigil to pray for the family who lost their daughter.  
From that meeting, we launched a bottom-up neighborhood 
peace program. 

FIRST, we gathered key anti-violence organizations to 
increase cooperation. Our gun violence menu of resources 
highlights violence prevention organizations in Northwest 
Philadelphia. 

SECOND, we mapped gun violence to show prevention 
organizations which high crime blocks to focus on. The 
shootings are shown as yellow and red dots. 

THIRD, we started a pilot block cleaning effort with  
Glitter, a weekly litter cleaning service. On 15 June, in 
partnership with Mt Airy CDC and Germantown United  
CDC, we launched the NW Philadelphia Block Cleanup and 
started weekly cleaning of eight crime blocks. Since blight  

increases crime in neighborhoods, we’re excited to keep  
crime blocks clean. Visit getglitterapp.com to learn more. 

Our advocacy continues. The fourth step will include 
sharing proven examples of what works to reduce gun 
violence with organizations. The fifth step will include bringing 
mental health and social services to high crime blocks. The 
sixth step involves bringing job access to high crime blocks. 
Our seventh step involves 
supporting efforts to coordinate 
organizations that are doing the 
work. Love one another is the  
core of this work. To join us, sign 
up at senatorhaywood.com/ 
gunviolenceprevention.  

nt about things that matter." – Martin Luther King, Jr.

Senator Haywood 
discusses block 

cleaning with workers  
in East Germantown  

in June.

Bottom-Up in Neighborhoods
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"In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends." 

 - Martin Luther King Jr.
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To join me in my advocacy to reduce gun violence, sign up to be an ally. 
Contact my office at 215 242-8171 or by email to SenatorHaywood@pasenate.com.

To Participate or Learn More

Sign up for my e-news at: SenatorHaywood.com 
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